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in the  marriage  namely   pravesahoma9 seshahoma and panigrahana  are   there.
But the other secular appellations like mangalyadharana etc., are different
here from south. The purifications prescribed by scriptures and
tradition, are strictly followed at the time of births and deaths. When
a person dies after performing the rites just for the sake of tradition burn the
body and then leave the body in the Ganges. Where there is no question of any
rites, the dead body is simply discarded in the Ganges. The river Ganges
accepts both these types of bodies left by humans in its folds.
Here in these parts while preparing the Almanac (Panchanga) they
calculate and mention the position of all the planets, the lunar day the day of
the week, the sign in which the moon is, the conjunction of the planets showing
good and bad days. All these things are similar to our south India's almanac
except for the variation of 24 minutes in them. Auspicious days and times for
marriages are not mentioned in almanacs here as we do in our parts. Perhaps
it is arranged by the concerned people themselves. There is a book called
c Swalikhita' current in these parts used for fixing up auspicious days and
times for travel. When Lord Shiva wrent to destroy the demon Tripura this book
was written for the benefit of mankind to find out an auspicious time and day.
Astrologers usually prepare the horoscopes and yearly results there of for the
affluent people.
People from all parts of the country, Southerners living in Kasi and
Prayaga, people from North, West and East have contributed several chari-
table things just as people coming from south did and all of them engage some
clerks to see that their acts of charity continue. But there is no check by Govern-
ment agencies whether they are continuing or not. I made some attempts to
get help from Government in this direction and I pray God that it should yield
good results.
I enquired about the difference o f eleven years between South India's
way of Solar and Lunar calculations of stars and the Jupiter system of calcula-
tions here. They said the intercalary and supernumerary months that come, get
adjusted in our Solar and Lunar system of calculations as and when they occur
but in the Jupiter system of calculations , according to the planet's cyclic move-
ment a little less than 360 days will form a year and so it differs with 365 days
Solar * system of calculation. Thus, there is this difference of 11 years between
these two systems, they explained.
Betel leaves are kept, preserved for 6 to 12 months and consumed by rich
people here. Common people cannot get good betel leaves. According to the
tradition here a roll of two or three betel leaves' with a quantity of betel nut
powder, lime, catechu, put in them is offered and it is consumed without
opening and seing the contents in it. Chewing of betel is very common here.
Catechu is called Katha here. Without catechu they won't take pan. Rich people
usually prepare catechu into a thick paste cooked with scented ingredients
and preserved in the petals of caledra flowers. Treated betelnut used in
*   Solar year=365 days 6 hours 12 minutes and 30 Seconds,
12 Lunar months=364 days 8 hours 48 minutes and 34 Seconds.